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number of years. 

In 1884 Lee sold the mill, dam and lake to Frederick Maish and Thomas Driscoll who developed 
the Silver Lake Resort. [22] The dam was improved. again using some masonry construction. A hotel, 
bath house, pavilion and a race track were features of the improved recreational facilities. 

The Arizona Citizen for August 22, 1874 reported that Solomon Warner returned to Tucson with 
the intent of competing with the Silver Lake milling operation. He completed construction of a new mill 
at the base of Sentinel Peak in October, 1875. Warner's system included a millrace that began near Silver 
Lake and ran just short of a mile north to his mill location. The tailrace took the waste water east to the 
acequia madre near the ruins of the old mission (convento). In 1883, Warner purchased land along the 
West Branch of the Santa Cruz River and began construction of a large earthen dam to impound the West 
Branch cienega at the south base of Sentinel Peak. [23] 

A rather unique news story appeared in the Arizona Star for November 10, 1881 under the heading 
"He Tried It and Was Left". The story went on to report, • A would be suicide abused the lonely Santa 
Cruz by tying a rope with a rock attached to his neck. Water was too shallow and mud [was] up to his 
waist. He had to be hauled out by a Mexican. • 

The Arizona Citizen for November 18, 1883 provides a description of Warner's Lake. "It now 
covers 20 acres. A flat bottomed boat sails over its surface. • Warner had intended to construct a resort 
at his lake to compete with Silver Lake, but he encountered a major financial sethack. In May of 1886 
Warner sold all of his 315 acres, including the mill and the lake, to Mrs. T .L. Shultz. [24] 

Severe flooding on the Santa Cruz River was reported in August of 1886. Floods in 1886 as well 
as in 1887 breached the dams at Silver Lake and at Warner's Lake. These traumas were followed by the 
great earthquake centered near Bavispe, Sonora in May of 1887 which was clearly felt throughout 
Southern Arizona. The Arizona Star for July 13, 1887 reported that the Santa Cruz River is more than 
a mile wide and deep enough to float a mammoth steamboat. Again on August 20, 1887, the Star noted 
that the present time is the most liberal rainy season Arizona has experienced for twenty years. The 1887 
floods washed out the newly built dam along the Spring Branch of the Santa Cruz River and scoured a 
channel immediately downstream. [25] 

In 1888, Frank and Warren Allison had purchased the former Warner properties and rebuilt the 
lake, stocking it with carp. In early summer they were selling up to 500 pounds of fresh fish a day. 
[26] Al~o in 1888, Sam Hughes excavated a diversion ditch that intercepted the underflow of the river 
near the present day alignment of St. Mary's Road. [27] This ditch opening would initiate 
accelerated channel erosion during the summer rains of that year. The Arizona Citizen for August !, 
1890, in reporting on the flooding Santa Cruz noted in a humorous vein, "steamers will leave Levin's 
Landing daily at 2 PM for Yuma.· Levin's Gardens or Park was a popular recreation spot just west of 
Main Avenue. The Arizona Star for August 13, 1890 quoted George Roskruge to the effect that the new 
channel [cutting of the Santa Cruz] was the Sam Hughes ditch taking a walk upstream to Maish's Silver 
Lake. Finally the Star reported that Silver Lake dam washed away for about 40 feet during the floods of 
August, 1890. [28] 
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